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Sickle Cell
Association
honors
AKA

Tampa
contractor
makes a
splash in
St. Pete

BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Chapter
of the Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America
(SCDAA) recently paid a
special tribute to the Zeta
Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA), when they
planted a tree on the
grounds of the Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center,
1344 22nd St. So.
The tree was planted in
honor of the AKA’s 30 years
of unwavering financial
support and service in
helping the fight against
sickle cell disease. The
Johnnie Ruth Clarke Center (JRCHC) was the chosen site because Dr.
Johnnie Ruth Clarke herself was an Alpha Kappa
Alpha.
Clarke gave her time
and talent to the sickle cell
disease movement by organizing a state chapter for
sickle cell disease. The
local SCDAA is also a community partner of the
health center and has its office in the center.
On hand for the historical event were JRCHC employees, sickle cell board
members, members of
AKA, friends from the community and the 2011-12
sickle cell poster child,
Jamira Jackson.
See AKA, page 4

BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Tampa contractor Michael
Reeves has been spending a
lot of time in St. Petersburg
recently. He and his wife
have been frequenting
downtown restaurants and
entertainment venues, enjoying the Pinellas Trail and
playing his favorite game,
golf.
In fact, his ambition in
business and love of golf
were fostered right here in
St. Pete. But, fun is not his
only business in the Sunshine City.
As a young man growing up in a Tampa housing
project, Reeves was introduced to the worlds of golf
and business by his grandfather, Melvin, who worked
at a local country club and
brought him to work with
him on this side of the bay.
“I listened to men who
were successful, [at the
club] and that motivated
me,” said Reeves.
He used the knowledge
that he gleaned to create
Reeves Building & Plumbing Contractors.
Reeves started his business after attending Tampa
Bay Technical High School,
which was 80 percent white
at the time he was in attendance. He soon began working, through the half day
program at the school, for
Ron Dyser of Dyser Plumbing in Tampa.
Noticing that many contracts were negotiated over
the phone on the weekends,

Service project application deadline is Dec. 4.

MLK Day of Service Grant Opportunities
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The MLK Day of Service, A Day On, Not A Day
Off, initiative is coming
to St. Petersburg in time
for the upcoming MLK
Day festivities.
In St. Petersburg, we
are fortunate enough to
have the sun shinning on
average of 360 days a
year, beautiful white
sandy beaches, a vibrant
art community, and a
thriving downtown.
Residents of St. Petersburg are also fortunate enough to live in a
city that honors Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with a
three day celebration,
and now a MLK Day of
Services spearheaded by
Florida House Representative Darryl Rouson.

Exciting public service opportunities await
those motivated to bring
the spirit of Dr. King’s
lifelong commitment to
service to the 2013 celebration taking place Jan.
21.
Mini grants, up to
$10,000, will be awarded
to those interested in creating a service project in
Dr. King’s honor. The
projects will take place
on, or officially begin on
MLK Day. The application deadline is right
around the corner on
Dec. 4.
There are two scheduled information sessions remaining prior to
the deadline. Today’s
session will be held from
4-6 p.m., and the second
session will be held Sat.,
Dec. 1, from Noon – 2
p.m. Both sessions will

be held at the St. Petersburg College Allstate
Center, 3200 34th St. S.
All interested persons
are encouraged to attend. For more information,
log
on
to
www.spcollege.edu/ML
K_Grant.
Additionally, five high
school students and five
college students will be
chosen
from
local
schools and awarded
stipends ranging from
$300 - $500 to jump start
efforts at their schools
for participation in the
MLK Day of Service.
In order to receive
the stipend, each student
will need to organize a
group of students in their
respective schools, and
collectively create and
execute a service project.
However, all students
and schools are strongly

urged to participate.
Educators and parents can help engage students of all ages by
logging
on
to
www.scholastic.com/ML
KDay for curriculum focused service lessons
and a MLK Day of Service Tool Kit.
Rouson sought and
received an appropriation
from the Florida Legislature in the amount of
$500,000. This appropriation brings the MLK Day
of Service to the St. Petersburg community as a
pilot program for the rest
of the state.
He hopes that other
Florida cities will take up
the initiative and model
their own MLK Day of
Service after ours.
St. Petersburg College (SPC) is the grant
See MLK, page 6

Annual Intergenerational Luncheon
BY KENDALL QUEEN
Staff Writer

Mary Murph, founder,
SCDAA

TARPON SPRINGS –
Citizens Alliance for
Progress, Inc. (CAP), in
with
collaboration
Neighborly Care Network, held their Annual
Intergenerational Luncheon at the Union Academy Family Center in
Tarpon Springs last
Tues., Nov. 20.
Mayor David Archie
of Tarpon Springs and
CAP Program Director,
Carmen Wilson, wel-

comed the attendees to
the program, which included ideas on how to
create a safer functional
living environment for
the elderly and a performance by the youth
group Boys to Men.
The over 90 in attendance were served a
Thanksgiving feast by
the children in the CAP
afterschool program.
“We are really trying
to build up the positive
aspects with the youth,”
See LUNCHEON, page 6
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OPINION
Capitalism vs. Socialism

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

Many of us who have
graduated from the public
school system in this country came out with a basic
understanding of what
democracy
represents.
Most believed we were living in the best country in
the world. Even those of us
who lived near or at
poverty levels, we knew
that our poverty was in no
way compared to the
poverty in other parts of
the world.
We attributed this standard of living to the fact
that we lived in a democratic society where all of
its citizens had an equal
vote in the maintenance
and upkeep of this democracy. We were also made to
fear other systems such as
communism,
socialism,
Marxism, communalism,
tribalism, and a host of

other “isms.”
The problem with the
above scenario is that those
“isms” mentioned are economic systems and democracy is not an economic
system, but a system of progressive ideas that is suppose to insure its citizenry
the most basic human and
civil rights without racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudices.
When democracy is
compared to an economic
system, it is like comparing
apples to oranges - a false
comparison. A more proper
comparison would be the
“ism” that this country condones, capitalism.
In essence there are basically two major economic
systems on the planet —
capitalism and socialism.
Everything else is a derivative of one or the other.
Both systems make a
case for having a democratic government that
takes care of its people.
The primary difference in
the two systems are it regulations of private enterprises.
In an unregulated capitalist society, the very
wealthy have the opportunity to own all or nearly all
the buildings and land by
way of large corporations,
banks and shareholders.

These are industrial societies that have developed a
technological and manufacturing base.
In a socialist society, the
ownership of large private
corporations are heavily
regulated or not allowed.
These are primarily agricultural based societies who
lack the strong industrial
and manufacturing foundation. They are technically
called “third world countries.”
President
During
Obama’s first campaign in
2008 and during his first
term as president, he was
always accused by his republican adversaries of
being a socialist. Yet most
of what some republicans
believe to be socialist ideas
and programs have been
here in America since
FDR’s presidency in the
1930s.
Even universal healthcare was endorsed by the
Republican Party until
President Obama decided
to make it happen. Their
fear of the president redistributing the wealth in this
country among the less fortunate is an act that only
the very wealthy in this
country might have some
anxiety toward, unless you
are one of those diehard
Tea Party Republicans who

view the world as black and
mostly white.
We all know today that
this is not what President
Obama was attempting to
do. We should know he is
trying to make this society
more responsible and compassionate to the less fortunate and the hard hit
middle class by extending
unemployment.
More responsible by
preserving Medicare, preserving social security,
making healthcare affordable and accessible and by
encouraging education for
all who want to go to
school, including the homeless and veterans, by increasing Pell grants and
other funding sources.
All of which are programs which socialist countries and the majority of
European countries except
with open arms.
It’s a no brainer to understand that it would be
virtually impossible to
change an industrialized
capitalist economy into a
socialist economy just as it
is not feasible to change a
socialist economy into a
capitalist economy.
However, there are situations and circumstances
when socialist programs
can help an unregulated
capitalist country. Such as

W E E NCOURAgE L ETTERS

having access to adequate
housing, more advance
medicine, adequate nutrition and access to education. All of which are basic
necessities for people to
have available without having to sell their soul to obtain these things.
By the same token,
those socialist countries
could use programs that
will assist them in developing technology, advance
agricultural techniques and
manufacturing processes
without giving up their national sovereignty.
Let’s be clear, neither
system is without flaws,
and both systems can be infiltrated by politicians who
are mere opportunists. As a
result, the majority of the
people will ultimately suffer
from extreme poverty. As
seen by the rise of poverty
in these United States and
its dwindling middle class.
In many third world
countries that have gain
there independence, we
still find the people living in
abject poverty, virtually no
change. Neither society
can accept this as status
quo. In the United States,
this government must
adopt strict regulations in
its private sectors else the
wealthy will continue to become more wealthy and
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this will ultimately become
a nation of the haves and
the have nots with no signs
of a middle class.
For those third world
countries who are govern
by corrupt politicians and
opportunists, they must
continue their struggle to
remove these tyrants from
office and replace them
with representatives that
have their country’s best interest at heart. This will ultimately mean adopting the
non-alignment policies that
their neighboring nations
have done with success.
When we look around
the world and we see other
capitalist economies providing these things to its citizens, we have to wonder
why the United States, the
wealthiest country on the
planet, vigorously resist assisting its citizens in providing a basic safety net.
From my view point, it
can be summed up in a
word - greed. Where greed
becomes an integral part of
any system, you will always
find a large percentage of
its people living at or near
poverty. It matters not if the
system is a socialist, capitalist or a dictatorship, the results will always be the
same.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Help
&
Hope
By Dr. Basha Jordan

Rainey’s
Bulletin

By Pastor Martin Rainey

www.HopeAliveMinistry.org

Take a risk, live your dream
In his book, “Reposition Yourself,”
Bishop T. D. Jakes encourages readers
to do whatever they have to do in order
to fulfill God’s mandate for your life. My
thoughts are exactly like Bishop Jakes.
I am not going to be on my death bed
saying, “I wish I had done what I
dreamed about.”
My life is exciting, challenging, exhilarating, fun, and joyful. But, this
comes by doing the hard work and praying constantly for God to allow me to do
His will and not mine on a daily basis. It
is much more difficult to do wrong and
stay in active addiction than it is to make
up your mind, get some help, and be a
“do right man or woman.” It’s cheaper
too.
A long time ago, I read in Luke 11:9
where Jesus was telling His disciples
about prayer and said, “So I say to you,
ask and it shall be given unto you; seek
and you shall find, knock, and it will be
opened to you.” I am living in my dream
today because I trust God’s Word and
ask Him for what I want. Not only that,
but I seek His ways, knock on doors
asking for help and it comes, just like
His Word says.
But the key is not to act on my addictive personality, no matter what comes
down the pike. When those of us who
have the disease of addiction allow our
addiction to control us rather than a loving God, the dream dies. Staying clean
must come first.
Carrying the message of Hope to
others is also a key to living your dream.
Helping others reach their goals re-

quires me to be a role model and mentor to those around me. This is the 12th
Step of the Spiritual principles taught in
all 12 Step recovery programs. You do
not have to believe that these principles
work. All you have to do is do them and
watch God work in your life so you can
take a risk and start living your dream.
You don’t have to believe in the laws
of gravity for it to work every time. Just
throw a brick up in the air and stand
under it. The brick will come down
whether you believe or not. Divine principles work no matter who works them.
Think of all the risks you took to get
your drink, drugs, gambling money,
man, woman, car, house, relationship or
whatever your addiction may be. We
know how to take risks for something
that could kill us.
It was God’s mercy and grace which
guided us through dangers seen and
unseen. Why can’t He guide us through
taking a risk to follow His will now that
we are delivered or set free from active
addiction? Take it from one who wasted
time for years because I had no one to
mentor me through my living hell for 30
years.
For help, please call me at (443) 2509635 or send an email to ProphetBasha@aol.com. You can also send a
letter by snail mail to Dr. Jordan, P.O.
Box 16622, St. Petersburg, FL 33733.
Don’t forget to listen to us on WRXB
AM every 1st & 3rd Sat. at 8:30-9 a.m.
And remember, “No matter what’s
going on with you today, there is hope
for you.” I’m Dr. J. — Be blessed.

Blast from the past
Do you recognize the person in this photograph?
If so, please give us a call at 727-896-2922.

Increasing parental and caring
adults engagement in education
Let’s get to the point! Our children are
not succeeding and the “Pipeline to
Prison” starts before kindergarten.
In an article in The Weekly Challenger
published Dec. 8, 2011, Rev. Wayne
Thompson wrote:
“If parents are ready to accept their
responsibility, then black children should
not be in need of foster homes and adoptive homes to the extent that they
presently are. Engaged parents would
not allow their children to be in harm’s
way. Translation: black children would
not be at greater risk of exposure to
abuse and neglect due to the use of
drugs, endangered environments due to
domestic violence and/or maltreatment
because the parent or parents are undiagnosed for a mental illness or non-compliant with medication for mental illness.”
The ready parents that Rev. Thompson referred to are the parents and caring
adults who attended the six parental summits/forums from the period of 19992012, deals with the church and
community in increasing parental and
caring adult engagement in education
and completed surveys regarding adopting the Back-to-the-Basics concept, just to
name a few.
The six summits/forums were sponsored by the NAACP, Parent Support for
Education Council (PSFEC) in partnership with the JWB South County community. (Special commendations to our
hosts: John Hopkins Middle School,
Bethel Metropolitan Church, Mt. Moriah
MB Church, Word of Life Fellowship
Church, Impact Community Church and
Pinellas job Corps.)
Why Back-to-the-Basics? There
are more than 17 struggling elementary
school in South Pinellas, and if we are
going to close the Pipeline to Prison, we
need to start at the beginning of the
pipeline!
Approximately 15 percent of the elementary children attend magnets, fundamentals, and charter schools or are home
schooled. The other 85 percent need the
same opportunity to succeed.
Exhaustive research tells us that the
most accurate predictor of a student’s
achievement in school is not income or
social status, but the extent to which that
student’s family is able to …

(a) create a home environment that
encourages learning
(b) communicate high, yet reasonable, expectations for their children’s
achievement and future careers
(c) become involved in their children’s education at home, school and in
the community
Supported by local knowledgeable,
Pastor Thompson stated: “Students
whose parents, the church and community are involved in their lives have higher
graduation rates and greater enrollment
rates in post secondary education.”
What does the Back-to-the-Basics
concept look like?
The program should include the
school and the community based sixpoint plan developed by the PSFEC.
Establishing a mandatory “Back-tothe-Basics plan in elementary schools in
zip codes 33712, 33711, 33705, and 33701.
It would draw from the fundamental
schools concept of strict discipline and
high parental involvement by asking all
elementary school parents to sign a contract agreeing to be active in their children’s schooling on a consistent basis.
The model school students would be
required to wear uniforms up through
fifth grade.
Parents would have to agree to read
to their children and get their children to
class on time. The difference is that unlike strict fundamental schools, families
that don’t comply would not be required
to leave.
Back-to-the-Basics would include a
vigorous school implementation of the
Six Point Increasing Parental and Caring
Adults Engagement Plan.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 4201326.
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality
House located at 3647 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Florida Department of Transportation
District Seven

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven, invites you to participate in
the Five-Year Tentative Work Program Public Hearing for Fiscal Years July 1, 2013
through June 30, 2018. The Tentative Work Program covers the next five years of preliminary engineering, right-of-way acquisition, construction, and public transportation
projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas counties and includes
Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise projects in these counties. This hearing is being conducted
pursuant to Chapter 120 and 339.135(4)(d), Florida Statutes.
The hearing will be held: Thursday, December 13, 2012, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm
The hearing is being conducted as a webinar, (GoToMeeting) which is a live presentation delivered over the internet. Registration is required prior to joining the webinar.
Please visit the website below to register:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/694923066
If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, remote viewing locations are
provided at each of the following locations:

Florida Dept. of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley Dr, Tampa, FL 33612
Citrus County: Inverness Gov’t Building, 212 W. Main Street, Inverness, FL 34450
Hernando County: MPO Offices, 20 N. Main St, Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 18th Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Gov’t Center, 8731 Citizens Dr, New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
The department will receive verbal and written comments from organizations and the
general public at each location. Written comments not received at the public hearing
must be postmarked by December 26, 2012 to become part of the official public hearing
record. Written comments may be mailed to: Debbie Hunt, Director of Transportation Development, Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 N. McKinley
Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa, Florida 33612-6456
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex,
religion, disability or family status. Persons who require special accommodations under
the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of
charge) should contact Lori Marable, Public Involvement Coordinator, at (813) 9756405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Alumni Singers annual
Christmas concert
ST. PETERSBURG –
The Alumni Singers of St.
Petersburg will present its
annual Christmas Concert,
Sun., Dec. 9 at 4 p.m. The
location for this event will
be St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church, 2101 22nd Ave. S.,
in St. Petersburg.
The concert will feature not only the group’s
signature African-American spirituals, but the
music of several composers and several music
forms such as hymns, anthems, gospels and secular
selections.
The Alumni Singers
will perform under the direction of Samuel Haywood, and the performers
will be accompanied by

Eric Atwater’s block party

Sonsera Neeley holding Eric Jr.

Dorothy Jenkins. This interdenominational group
includes alumni from high
school and college choirs
across the country.
Known for its distinctive delivery and astute attention to nuance, the
Alumni Singers have be-

Mike and Eric Atwater

come a virtuosic interpreter and preserver of the
rich musical heritage of
the African American experience.
A free will offering will
be requested. All contributions are tax deductible.

A Fabulous Day of Inspiration & Motivation

Eric and Rick Atwater

Dabari, Alvin and Jacobi Shirley

CELEBRATE YOU!
For Women Only
It’s your time to “Go Get It”
Hosted by the
James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family Center
2335 22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Saturday, December 1, 2012 • 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

To Register Call 727-321-9444

Lacey Shirley

Michael Atwater

Admission: A donatoin of jewelry or accessories for the
Dress for Success Clothes Closet
BRUNCH • WOMEN RELATED HEALTH TOPICS
BEAUTY TIPS • DOOR PRIZES

Special Guest Speaker Mrs. Angela Rouson

Keeping warm
with hot food.

Special tribute to AKA
From AKA, page 1

A brief program was held as
the tree was
planted, and an
identifying brick
marker was laid
next to the site of
where the fourfoot
hibiscus,
beautifully decorated with pink
bows and buds,
was lowered.

A tree is planted on the grounds
of the Johnnie Ruth Clarke Health Center.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

www.T he w eekly C hallenger . Com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Time for family and fun
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

It’s interesting how students spend holidays. Having fun and sharing time with family is what makes holidays
special. Students were asked the question, “How did you spend the holiday?” Here are some heart-felt comments
from our youth.

Daejza Thigpen, 15 years old
“I went to Georgia to visit with
my auntie. We went to Six
Flags over Georgia. We had a
great time.”

Jamar Wright, 4th grade
“We went to my grandmother
and ate stuffing. We played a
lot of games like Monopoly
and Life.”

Isaiah Harris, 3rd grade
“I went to visit my aunt to
have good ole pumpkin pie,
coconut cake, and collard
greens. My cousins were
there so it was fun.”

Zora Dasher
“I spent the break having fun
with my family. I slept late and
went to work with my mommie.
Oh yeah, and worked on my
cereal box book report.”

Giselle Preudhomme, 4th grade
“I spent time with my cousins
and played tag, hide & seek
and freeze tag.”

Mateo Brinson, 7th grade
“I talked with my family. My
parents cooked. We ate and
played games with my cousins.
We had fun.”

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Ongoing — Publix now offers their customers
access to free Wi-Fi service inside their
supermarkets - a blessing for customers who
shop with their mobile devices.The Wi-Fi
service will help mobile users access the
Internet and check out products, ingredients,
prices and other useful tools shoppers want
access to while grocery shopping.
Saturday, December 1 – Let’s ring in
December with a breakfast with Santa from 8
a.m. to Noon. There will be a full breakfast,
holiday music, entertainment, crafts, games,
door prizes and more! Photos with Santa & Mrs.
Claus can be purchased for $5.00. As one of
our chapter’s largest community outreach
events, Breakfast with Santa event touches the
hearts of kids both young and old. The event
will be located the Salvation Army Citadel Corps
Community Center located at 3800 9th Ave. N.
in St. Petersburg. If you have any questions,
please contact the St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta at 727-744-2083.

Pastorial installation
ATLANTA – A pastoral
installation service was held
for Dr. Patrick K. Latimore
on Sun., Nov. 18 at Greater
Fair Hill Baptist Church in
Atlanta.
Latimore is a native of St.
Petersburg, and accepted
Jesus Christ as his savoir at
an early age. He was involved in ministry as a youth
where he served as a Junior
Deacon (mentorship program), choir member and
Sunday school teacher.
He is a graduate of Eckerd College where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Business Admin-

istration with a concentration in management. While
studying at Eckerd, he realized his passion for serving
others. His contributions included serving through student campus ministry,
chapel worship service
speaker, and facilitator of
weekly bible study sessions.
Latimore
answered
God’s call to preach in Aug.
2002, and was ordained in
2006. He completed his
practical theological studies
at The International Seminary in Plymouth, Fla.,
through the distance learning extension program

hosted at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in Lawrenceville,
Ga.
Latimore earned his
Master of Theology and a
Doctor of Theology degree
from Andersonville Theological Seminary. He is currently
completing
his
doctoral work for the Doctor
of Ministry degree.
At Pleasant Hill, Latimore served as the Minister
of Christian Education and
as president of Hopewell
Congress of Christian Education auxiliary to the
Hopewell Missionary Baptist Association. He is a the-

ology instructor for International seminary at the PHBC
satellite campus, and serves
as Pastor of Greater Fair Hill
Baptist Church in Atlanta.
Rev. Latimore is married
to Minister Domita, whom
he cherishes as himself. He
is the eldest son of Hattie
and the late William C. Latimore.
His mission is to deliver
God’s Word through a message of hope, peace and
Christian love. His personal
motto is: “Missions first and
people always!”
Congratulation
from
everyone in St. Petersburg.

Rev. Patrick K. Latimore

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising
Sales Representative

LAW OFFICE OF RODERICK O. FORD PLLC
Employment Discrimination
Worker’s Compensation
Bankruptcy ($500 & up)
Social Security Disability
(727) 209-0814 (St. Petersburg)
or (813) 223-1200 (Tampa)
www.fordlawfirm.org
220 E. Madison St., Ste. 1110, Tampa, FL 33602

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Writer Needed!
Start TODAY!
Writers will cover events and feature stories in
Pinellas County and the Bradenton/Palmetto area.

Sell advertising space, including graphic
art, in The Weekly Challenger and
The Weekly Challenger On-Line.
Recommend appropriate sizes
and formats for advertising.
Deliver advertising or proofs to
customers for approval. Commission pay.

Stories must be factually correct,
between 500-600 words unless told otherwise
and be accompanied by pictures of the event.
Correct grammar and punctuation is a must. AP style
of writing is required. Schedule must be flexible.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

James E. Flynn Jr.

“Ask Your
Southside
Lawyer”
Every week
The Weekly Challenger
will select your
questions and have
James Flynn,
“Our Southside Lawyer”
give answers.
Please submit
questions to
theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com
or call 727-490-6327.

W W W.

PICK OF THE WEEK!
16 8 32

CA$H 3

801
557
294

DOG DAYS

2-6 5-3
1-4 7-5
8-2 6-7

T H E W E E K ly C H a l l E n g E r . C O m
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MLK Day of Service

Annual Intergenerational Luncheon

From MLK, page 1

From LUNCHEON, page 1

administrator and according to Rouson, they were
chosen because of their
“fiscal integrity.”
Staff member Dr. Tonjua Williams, vice president of Student and
Academic Affairs, will assist in the administration
of the grant.
“I came into the project
kind of late in the game. It
was [Rouson] who solicited funds from the state
to recognize Dr. Martin
Luther King for what he
stood for – service,” said
Williams.
“The MLK Day of
Service got its start on August 23, 1994,” said Rouson, “when President Bill
Clinton signed into law
The King Holiday and
Service Act.”
Philadelphia was one
of the first cities to accept
the challenge and their
last event was a record
breaking celebration that
had 100,000 participants
and 1,500 service projects.
After Rouson and a
friend went to minister to
patients at the Westcare
Drug Treatment Center
on MLK St. S. following
the last Leadership Breakfast and MLK parade, the
inspiration struck him to
bring the Day of Service to
St. Petersburg.
“Inside the center
were regular folks, who
were trying to do better by
themselves and their families…I became convinced
that the best way to help
my constituents in the
area was to do something
to curb drug use and dere-

said Wilson.
CAP’s mission is to decommunity-based
liver
services and partner with
other service providers to
empower and support individuals and families to foster their personal growth
and development.
The
alliance
was
founded in 1982, and is a
non-profit,
community
based, multiracial, organization formed by a group of
concerned African Americans living in Tarpon
Springs who wanted to restore the abandoned Union
Academy
Elementary
School, where many of
them started their educations.
The building was reopened and christened the
Union Academy Family
Center. Here staff members work to develop after
school programs for the
youth and events for the
community.
CAP has continued to
abide by their mission
statement for 30 years with
new and successful programs for both the youth
and seniors within the community including Academic
Enrichment Programs, Fi-

Florida House Representative Darryl Rouson
liction,” he said.
After much prayer and
research into the matter,
he decided to pursue the
appropriation and to create a MLK Day of Service
for St. Petersburg.
Major corporations in
the area are being solicited to participate as
well as individuals and organizations. If you would
like more information
about how you or your or-

ganization can become involved please call 727-3414121 or log on to
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService.
For more information
about how your school or
college can become involved in the service projects, ideas and help with
planning, please visit the
American Association of
Colleges and Universities
web site at www.aascu.org.

Executive Director and Mayor of Tarpon Springs,
David Archie overlooks the serving of the meals
nancial Literacy workshops, and even Volunteer
Tax Assistance.
“Every fourth Tuesday
we have a family night out
where families come to
make scrapbooks, work on
arts and crafts, or carve
pumpkins for Halloween,”
Wilson explained.

During the dinner, practical items such as paper
products and toiletries
were raffled off for families
and the elderly.
To learn about other
programs CAP has to offer,
please visit their website at
www.citizensallianceforprogress.org.

P LEAS E S U P P O RT
O U R ADVE RTI S E R S!
TE LL TH E M YO U SAW TH E I R AD I N
TH E WE E K LY C HALLE N G E R!

MLK Day of Service
A DAY ON,
NOT A DAY OFF
Monday, Jan. 21, 2013

Learn more
spcollege.edu/MLKService
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COMMUNITY NEWS
New life for an historic building

Salute to Active Military Persons

SSgt. Calvin J. Andrews, Jr.,
U. S. Army
BY EMMA C. CAVIN

Staff Sergeant Calvin J. Andrews,
Jr., enlisted in the Army following his
high school graduation. He had decided that if he did not get a scholarship to the college he chose to attend,
then he would go to the army. Playing
football on a college team was what he
looked forward to doing for four years;
he envisioned similar team experiences to those he had in high school.
Of course, as things often happen,
the college he chose was not the one
that offered him what he had hoped to
receive. Therefore, off to basic training he went. Fort Jackson, S.C. was
the location for his basic training. He
also spent time at MacDill Air force
Base, Fort Campbell, Ky., Hawaii, Arizona, and Germany, the country in
which he was born. At the time of his
birth during the mid1980s, both of his
parents were stationed in Stuttgart,
Germany.
The time in the military has kept
Andrews very busy learning new
skills, taking training courses at various bases, and serving in Afghanistan
He was deployed to
and Iraq.
Afghanistan one time, but he served in
Iraq three times.
Based on his family’s military history, the desire to serve seems to be
very strong. But his parents insist that
they did not push him to choose a military career instead of attending college. However, they are quick to say
how proud they are of the level of
growth and maturity they have seen in
their son as he has been serving in the
military.
Of course with six uncles, a father,
mother, and sister who all served in
the military, Andrews was quite familiar with the military life, as well as
what he could expect in college and in
civilian life. At one time or another
from the time he was born, Andrews
had a parent or uncle in the military or
in college. In some instances his parents were involved in both.
Andrews graduated from Dixie
Hollins High School. While there he

enjoyed playing on the football team,
but his favorite sport was track. He ran
as a member of the track team and
continued to keep in condition. Today,
he runs for fun and exercise.
“It is a great way to relieve stress.
Also, running eliminates the need for
expensive exercise equipment. I have
also had the opportunity to play football. I played with the German/American League,” he explained.
His mother remembers how interested their son was in learning to read.
“He actually taught himself to read
and write. I would say that he enjoyed
most of his early school experiences. I
enjoyed watching him at Enterprise
Village. He looked forward to being
the announcer and telling everyone
what was going on. It was such a
unique experience for children,” she
concluded.
SSgt. Calvin Andrews, Jr. has already earned awards for his service to
the United States Military. Among his
medals are the Iraqi Campaign Medal,
the Army Achievement Medal, and the
Overseas Service Medal. Other
awards and certifications have been
awarded as he has completed various
training to keep him prepared to serve
to the best of his ability.
We salute SSgt. Andrews and the
men and women who serve with him
in the preservation of our freedom.

BY JON WILSON

ST. PETERSBURG —
One of the oldest buildings
in the 22nd Street South
community
has
been
granted city landmark status, and its owner, the Elihu
and Carolyn Brayboy Family Trust, has been approved for an historic
property tax exemption for
rehabilitation.
The Merriwether building, 951-963 22nd St. S, was
built in 1925 for an estimated
$15,000. It joins the Manhattan Casino, the Royal Theater, Mercy Hospital and the
Dr. Robert Swain dental office and apartments as 22nd
Street landmarks.
Georgia native John H.
Merriwether owned the
two-story structure, whose
builders probably were
James S. Buggs and
Thompson Kelley Childs,
also pioneer St. Petersburg
residents.
Born in the 1850s, John
and Mamie Merriwether
moved to St. Petersburg
before 1916, and the couple
owned a house at 317 10th
St. S in the Gas Plant area
near Davis Academy, said a
city preservation staff report.
Merriwether worked as
a porter, a gardener, a
farmer and a laborer before
moving into the contracting
field, the report said.
His building was one of
three virtually adjoining
structures that went up in
1925. The other two have
since been demolished leaving, Merriwether’s as remi-

951 22nd St. S. will be the
Pipo’s Cuban Café headquarters.
niscent of a day when 22nd
Street bustled with activity.
Five storefronts and
eight second-floor apartments comprise the building; a second-floor balcony
overlooks 22nd Street.
The building has been
fairly consistent in its uses
over the years. The apartments first may have served
as the Hotel Reed, said the
city report, one of five hotels
available at the time in St. Petersburg to serve African
Americans – out of a total of
143 hotels citywide.
Meanwhile, some of the
early ground-floor businesses included Arthur C.
Barrett’s grocery, Alex Snyder Drugs, Robert Pickett’s
Drugs, the Red Front Grocery and the Cutter Furniture Co.
The Great Depression
drove out the storefront
businesses, and only a few
spaces were occupied as residences. John H. Green and
James Green, listed in the
Polk City Directory as caddies, were among those who
lived there.
But by 1940, most of the
building’s signature, longterm businesses had started.
For example, Davis Coleman had a pool hall, Minnie
Evans opened a tavern that

became the long-lasting
Blue Moon beer garden,
Simon Schwartz opened the
S&S market and Maggie
Neal opened her Beauty Box
salon.
Meyer Miller took over
the S&S in 1948, another in
a long line of Jewish entrepreneurs who operated on
22nd Street because antiSemitism kept them from
opening businesses downtown. The early 1950s saw
the Merriwether building’s
second-floor
apartments
open as the Royal Hotel,
owned by Swain.
Those businesses, or
variations, prevailed into the
1980s even as integration
and the coming of Interstate
275 took 22nd Street into decline. The last business open
in the building was McCall’s
Family Restaurant, which
closed several years ago.
Now the building awaits
rehabilitation – and perhaps
a new day.
This is another in a series
of articles about historic people, places and events relevant
to the city’s continuing African
American Heritage Project.
For information about the
project, call Kimberly Hinder
at (727) 892-5451 or email
Kimberly.hinder@stpete.org.

Blake class of 1961
70th birthday celebration meeting
The next meeting of the Howard W. Blake High
School Class of 1961 Alumni Club will be held
Sat., Dec, 8 at 1 p.m. ALL class members
are encouraged to attend.
The meeting will take place at the Open Cafe,
3222 N. 34th Street in Tampa.
For more information, please call (813) 248-3322.
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Know the man, understand the business
From REEVES, page 1

Reeves took extra work
cleaning and helping out
around the office on the
weekends so he could listen and learn the art of negotiation.
As Dyser and Reeves
took a break from work
and played a little basketball, Reeves would ask
questions about how the
business was run and he
listened to what he was
told. Eventually, Dyser encouraged him to enter the
ABC Apprenticeship program.
Becoming a contractor
did not come easy to
Reeves. Not because he
wasn’t qualified, but because of the racism that existed at that time. There
was opposition to his becoming a full on contractor
by the State Board.
Initially, his application
to sit for the test was
turned away, and only after
borrowing $3,000 from his
grandmother and hiring a
civil rights attorney, he ultimately took and passed
the state exam. During
that time period he lost 22
pounds, but never once
thought of giving up.
After sitting for his state
license, Reeves became a
State Certified Plumbing
Contractor at the age of 18,
and by the age of 24 he had
40 employees.
Eventually he became a
member of the Hillsborough County Board despite some that opposed
his candidacy for licensure.
Reeves later achieved his
Roofing Contractors License and General Contractors License.
An avid reader, he believes in continuing education for small businesses
and has benefitted from
the classes and programs
at The Small Business Development Center at the
University of South Florida
(USF).
“What makes people
successful in life is doing
what you say you’re going
to do and being humble
about it,” Reeves said.
The Small Business Development Center, which

Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of
their children’s lives.

Michael Reeves
offers continuing education classes at a nominal
fee on the Tampa Campus,
is not his only connection
to USF, for his wife of 36
years has worked there for
30 of them.
He credits his wife, Andretha, and his commitment to their marriage and
family life with much of his
happiness and success
over the years. He remarked that he and “Andretha have had a
wonderful life in terms of
being happy.”
Extremely capable and
an
industrious
man,
Reeves has had many
major projects in St. Petersburg over the years. Some
of his larger projects include the restrooms at
North Shore Pool, renovating the bathrooms at the
Coliseum and Main Library and working together with a larger
plumbing firm on the
plumbing at Tropicana
Field.
Today, he is currently
doing residential remodeling in neighborhoods all
over St. Petersburg. He
proudly participates in the
Working to Improve
Neighborhoods (WIN)
program, a joint endeavor
by area Federal Housing
Administration approved
lenders and the City of St.
Petersburg, which helps
homeowners who fit certain income criteria, re-

model, rehabilitate and update their homes.
The WIN program is
designed to assist homeowners whose income
does not exceed 80 percent of the area median
household income. The
dwelling must also pass
certain inspections. The
criteria for the workmanship and city standards are
extremely high.
For more information,
visit or call the City of St.
Petersburg Housing and
Community Development
Office at 727-893-7247.
According to Reeves,
once the home and homeowner are prequalified,
the job is then put out for
pre-bid and the contractors take a look at what
needs to be done. The city
then gives the scope of
work and after bids are in,
the homeowner selects
the contractor that they
feel will best complete the
work for a reasonable
amount of money in the
specified time.
If you happen to see
Michael Reeves around
town or at a Bucs game,
feel free to introduce yourself. He is a wealth of
knowledge about anything
having to do with building
contracting, remodeling
and perseverance. And
you just may get a word of
wisdom or two about how
to succeed in business and
in life.

NEW DJ LINE-UP
7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends
Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother
11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

“The children and I go over homework daily. If I am unable to assist them, I
seek assistance from another source. I attend all of my children’s activities both in
and out of school. I support them 100 percent! I contact the school when their
grades are good, and if their grades look
like they are in danger, I email teachers
and principals.”
~ Sabrina Summers

Tameka Jones places Jesus Christ first in
her home. She keeps her children and family connected to Christ on a daily basis, and
her youngest boys were recently baptized.
Jones helps her children strive for success in all aspects of their lives by making
sure their homework is complete and of
good quality, by getting tutoring when
needed, making sure the boys participate in
a mentoring program and by keeping all the
children engaged in many activities both in
and out of school.
Jones also contacts the school on a daily
basis whether positive or negative, and volunteers in the school and community. She
has also expressed an interest in serving on
the Parent Council.
May the Lord continue to bless the Jones
family!
~ Tameka Jones
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BEYOND THE BAY
Brazil’s first black Supreme Court
president
BRASILIA, Brazil (AP)
– Brazil’s Supreme Court is
now headed by a black justice for the first time.
Joaquim Barbosa was
sworn in on last Thursday.
He became the only black
person ever to serve on the
court when he joined it in
2003, even though more
than half of the country’s
192 million people identify
themselves as having
African descent.
Barbosa,
58,
was
elected in October to a twoyear tenure as Supreme
Court president. His election was a foregone conclusion since the court’s
presidency always goes to
the justice who has served
on the bench the longest.
Over the past several
weeks he gained national
and international renown
presiding over a high-profile corruption trial involva
congressional
ing
cash-for-votes scheme. The
court has convicted 25 people including the former
chief of staff of ex-President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva.
President Dilma Rousseff, members of her Cabinet,
state
governors,
congressional leaders and
several sports and entertainment
personalities
were present at Barbosa’s
swearing in.
“The multiculturalism
that characterizes the
Brazilian people is evident

BY THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

Joaquim Barbosa
here today with Joaquim
Barbosa heading the highest court of the land,” said
Ophir Cavalcante, president of the Brazilian Bar
Association in a speech
during the swearing in ceremony.
Barbosa as Supreme
Court president “has a
strong symbolic impact for
Brazilian blacks,” Valter Silveiro, coordinator of the
Center for Afro-Brazilian
Studies of the University of
Sao Carlos, said. “The new
generations of blacks will
have the opportunity that
my generation never had _
of seeing a black man presiding over one of the three
branches of government.”
Silveiro said Barbosa’s
history, background and
achievements “strengthen
affirmative action programs that try to increase
the presence of blacks in

the country’s universities.”
Barbosa was born in
1954 in the small town of
Paracatu in Minas Gerais
state, where his father
worked as a bricklayer.
When he was 16 Barbosa went to the capital,
Brasilia, to study. He
worked as a cleaner and a
typesetter at the Senate to
pay for his studies at the
University of Brasilia’s law
school.
After graduating he was
hired by the Foreign Ministry and served three
years at the Brazilian Embassy in Finland.
A former federal prosecutor, Barbosa taught law
at Rio de Janeiro State University and was a visiting
scholar at the Human
Rights Institute of Columbia University’s law school
in New York and the UCLA
law school in California.

Push on to rename ‘Negro Bill
Canyon’ in Utah
BY BRADY MCCOMBS
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) —
Moab
resident
Louis
Williams cringes every
time he tells visitors the
name of the canyon with
the great hike to a stunning
arch: Negro Bill Canyon.
Williams, a window
cleaner who has lived in
Moab for 14 years, is leading a renewed campaign to
change the name of the
Southern Utah canyon that
he and others believe is inappropriate. He has posted
an online petition that has
garnered more than 600
signatures and plans to
submit a formal renaming
application to the U.S.
Board of Geographic
Names.
“People cringe when we
have to tell the name of it.
The looks on their face is:
‘What did you just say?’”
Williams said. “People ask:
‘Why is it named that?’
They don’t ask who he is.”
He wants it to bear the
last name of the black cowboy who ran cattle there in
the
1870s,
William
Granstaff. The canyon
name has already been
changed in the 1960s to
“Negro Bill Canyon” from a
name that featured a
derogatory word.
He said he has dug up
history
that
shows
Granstaff’s name was actually spelled with a “d” after
the “n.” That’s why he
wants it renamed as Grandstaff Canyon.
“Most of the places and
streets and trails that were
named after settlers just
used their last names,”

w w w
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Civil rights leader Lawrence Guyot
dies at 73

Williams said. “That is
what we should do for
him.”
Even though efforts in
the late 1990s and 2000s to
change the canyon name
were met by resistance
from the National Association for the Advancement
of
Colored
People
(NAACP), Williams is optimistic the idea will gain
more traction this time. His
campaign is one of dozens
across the country to rename canyons, reservoirs,
lakes and other places still
bearing names deemed
derogatory.
There are 757 places
with “negro” in the name
from Alaska to Florida and
Maine to California, according to an analysis of
government records.
But the president of the
NAACP’s Salt Lake City
chapter, Jeanetta Williams,
said her organization opposes the name change just
as it did when others tried
to make the switch.
“If the name changes,
it’s going to lose its history,” she said. “Negro is
an acceptable word.”
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With one of the longest
natural arches in the country at the end of the fourmile roundtrip hike, the
canyon is a popular destination for hikers visiting
Moab. So far, the petition
has more than 600 signatures as of Friday — many
from out of state. The site
has been up since Nov. 11.
“My favorite hike in the
Moab area, but I always
feel sick to my stomach to
repeat the name to anyone
and explain the puzzled
looks,” wrote Linn DeNesti
of Kingston, Wash., in the
online petition. “PLEASE
honor William Grandstaff
and rename this beautiful
canyon!”
“Let’s do justice to
Moab’s rich history by renaming the canyon in a way
that does justice to Bill
without alienating or offending residents and visitors alike!” wrote Faye
Geiger of Logan, Utah.
The NAACP and Louis
Williams do agree on one
thing: There should be a
sign or marker near the
trailhead
featuring
Granstaff’s story.

h a l l e n g e r
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WASHINGTON (AP)
—Lawrence Guyot, a civil
rights leader who survived
jailhouse beatings in the
Deep South in the 1960s
and went on to encourage
generations to get involved, has died. He was
73.
Guyot had a history of
heart problems and suffered from diabetes, and
died at home in Mount
Rainier, Maryland, his
daughter Julie Guyot-Diangone said late Saturday.
She said he died sometime
late Thursday night; other
media reported he passed
away Friday.
A Mississippi native,
Guyot worked for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and
served as director of the
1964 Freedom Summer
Project, which brought
thousands of young people to the state to register
blacks to vote despite a
history of violence and intimidation by authorities.
He also chaired the
Mississippi
Freedom
Democratic Party, which
sought to have blacks included among the state’s
delegates to the 1964
Democratic National Convention. The bid was rejected, but another civil
rights activist, Fannie Lou
Hamer, addressed the convention during a nationally
televised appearance.
Guyot was severely
beaten several times, including at the notorious
Mississippi State Penitentiary known as Parchman
Farm. He continued to
speak on voting rights
until his death, including
encouraging people to cast
ballots for President
Barack Obama.
“He was a civil rights
field worker right up to the
end,”
Guyot-Diangone
said.
Guyot participated in
the 40th anniversary of
the Freedom Summer
Project to make sure a
new generation could
learn about the civil rights
movement.
“There is nothing like
having risked your life
with people over something immensely important to you,” he told The
Clarion-Ledger in 2004.

Lawrence Guyot
“As Churchill said, there’s
nothing more exhilarating
than to have been shot at
— and missed.”
His daughter said she
recently saw him on a bus
encouraging people to register to vote and asking
about their political views.
She said he was an early
backer of gay marriage,
noting that when he married a white woman, interracial marriage was illegal
in some states. He met his
wife Monica while they
both worked for racial
equality.
“He followed justice,”
his daughter said. “He followed what was consistent
with his values, not what
was fashionable. He just
pushed people along with
him.”
Susan Glisson, executive director of the William
Winter Institute for Racial
Reconciliation at the University of Mississippi,
called Guyot “a towering
figure, a real warrior for
freedom and justice.”
When she attended
Ole
Miss,
students
reached out to civil rights
activists and Guyot responded.
“He was very opinionated,” she said. “But always —he always backed

up his opinions with detailed facts. He always
pushed you to think more
deeply and to be more
strategic.”
Glisson said Guyot’s
efforts helped lay the
groundwork for the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.
“Mississippi has more
black elected officials than
any other state in the
country, and that’s a direct
tribute to his work,” she
said.
Guyot was born in
Pass Christian, Mississippi, on July 17, 1939. He
became active in civil
rights while attending
Tougaloo College in Mississippi, and graduated in
1963. Guyot received a law
degree in 1971 from Rutgers University, and then
moved to Washington,
where he worked to elect
fellow Mississippian and
civil rights activist Marion
Barry as mayor in 1978.
Guyot worked for the
District of Columbia government in various capacities
and
as
a
neighborhood advisory
commissioner.
In recent months, his
daughter said he was concerned about what he said
were Republican efforts to
limit access to the polls.

Thousands of Kenyans in the
diaspora stripped of voting rights
KENYA (GIN) – On
the heels of President.
Barack Obama’s struggle
to defend the voting rights
of U.S. citizens, Kenyan officials announced this
week that the hundreds of
thousands of Kenyans in
the U.S., the U.K. and elsewhere outside the country
would not be allowed to
vote.
National elections are
scheduled to take place in
March 2013 for president,
senators, county governors, members of Parliament, among others.
In the nine months
ending in September,
Kenyans working abroad
sent nearly one billion in
U.S. dollars (74.4 Kenyan
Shillings) to help their relatives at home, and invest
in real estate projects
among other investments.
Kenyans living abroad

have also started investing in government securities targeted at them,
such as infrastructure
bonds and the savings
bonds.
The largest percentage of remittances comes
from the US.
“I will be the bearer of
bad news,” said Justice
Minister Eugene Wamalwa. “It is impossible
for those outside Kenya
to vote in 2013 elections
owing to challenges facing the Independent Electoral and Boundaries
Commission. Preparation
in underway to allow
Kenyans in the diaspora to
vote in 2017,” he said.
Over 100 stinging comments followed a story on
the topic in the online
Daily Nation newspaper.
“HabariMan” wrote: “It is
a shame that an undevel-

Kenyan President
Kibaki registers
as a voter.
oped nation like Southern
Sudan with its citizens
spread out all over the
world can pull an election
off and yet Kenya, that
boasts to be the regional
leader, cannot pull one
off.”
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
15th Annual Chocolate Nutcracker
ST. PETERSBURG –
“The
Chocolate
Nutcracker,” an urban spin on
the holiday classic, is coming to the Mahaffey Theater Dec. 15.
Hollywood director and
producer,
Warrington
Hudlin, whose many film
successes include one of
the highest grossing romantic comedies of all
time, “Boomerang” starring Eddie Murphy, will appear onstage in the role of
“Uncle Al.”
Hudlin, a graduate of
Yale University and president and co-founder of the
Black Filmmakers Foundation, is always looking for a
new face; so in addition to
appearing on stage, he will
be searching for new talent
by visiting local schools, organizations, and facilities
while he is in the Tampa
Bay area December 13—
16.
This
spin
on
Tchaikovsky’s classic incorporates African dance

ballet, hip-hop, salsa and
jazz while telling the story
of a young girl named
Claire who travels the
world in a dream with her
nutcracker made of chocolate that was given by her
favorite uncle.
During its 15 years of
production, “Chocolate”
has enabled many bay area
youth who began their careers as part of the cast, to
go on to professional careers in film, on Broadway,
and in performing companies throughout the world.
St. Petersburg native
Jared Brunson is the latest
example of that legacy. He
will star as “The Prince” in
this year’s production. He
became a featured dancer
in “Chocolate” while he
was still a student at Pinellas County Center for the
Arts at Gibbs High School
in St. Petersburg.
Brunson has since
moved to Pennsylvania to
become a member of Ballet
X, Philadelphia’s premier

contemporary ballet company.
“It helps to inspire kids
to set goals in their lives
because they have an opportunity to watch many
people come through this
process who end up becoming very successful
performers” said Jai Hinson, founder and Executive
Director for ARTZ 4 Life
Academy, Inc.
ARTZ 4 Life is a nonprofit organization who
strengthens individual’s
perspectives on life’s challenges by improving education and outlooks on
diversity, while expanding
life skills through the performing arts. Hinson is
also a choreographer as
well as a performer in this
production and the national
tour.
The program started at
Ruth Eckerd Hall, and after
eight years the organization agreed to branch out
into the community and
maintain a grassroots proj-

The Chocolate Nutcracker, Sat., Dec. 15 at 2 and 7:30 p.m.

ect where children from all
ages, size, and ethnicity
could perform.
One such performer is
Marquis Floyd, who will
star as the “Snake Pit King”
in this year’s production.
He maintains a 4.7 grade
point average at Gibbs
High School. Floyd has
also received a scholarship
to attend Alonzo King’s
LINES Ballet in San Fran-

cisco, but dreams to auditions at Julliard in New
York.
For 13 years, former St.
Pete resident Samiyah Parramore, participated in the
Chocolate Nutcracker and
has now been accepted
into the New World School
of the Arts High School in
Miami. This year she will
perform the role of “The
Princess.”

These are just a few of
the students who have
spent a decade or more
with the Chocolate Nutcracker production and
who have made performing arts their niche – expanding their horizons to
do great things.
For more information
on this story and many
more, please contact Jai
Hinson at 727-481-8091.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2012

11

CHALLENGER SPORTS
Spartans lose close game Adios, Hector ‘Macho’ Camacho

Zain Gilmore Jr.
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

TAMPA - The Spartans entered the contest to
seek redemption and to
walk away with a playoff
win, but in the end things
did not quite go their way.
Just several weeks ago
they faced the same
Robinson team and they
were beaten.
Things started out on
the right foot for the Spartans. They came out and
jumped all over Robinson
with reckless abandon as
the Spartans were led by
the quick running of Laterian Latimer who rushed
for a game high 78 yards
on 11 carries.
Rodney “Big Game”
Adams helped the Spartans get an early lead
with a 13 yard touchdown run as the Spartans
drew first blood 6-0.
They still were not
through in the first quarter. Quarterback Tracey
Johnson, who was 9/14
for 155 yards and a touchdown, connected with
Jocqui “The Secret
Weapon” Ellison for a 27
yard pass to give the
Spartans an elevated lead
of 13-0.
It appeared that the
Spartans had Robinson on
the ropes early and were
completely dominating
them throughout the first
quarter. During the second quarter the tide
started to change for
Robinson as they drove
down the field and Zain
Gilmore Jr. scored on a
short 3 yard touchdown
run to cut the deficit to 137.
It seemed as if Robinson had been resuscitated.
Late in the second quarter
they put a drive together
which ended with Gilmore
throwing a 9 yard touchdown pass to close out the
second quarter and go up
14-13.
After halftime both
teams came out and

moved the football but
their defenses would not
let up. However, the Lakewood offense took a different approach. Ellison,
Johnson and Adams all alternated at quarterback
running the hurry up offense which sped the
game up. It proved to
work as they were starting
to wear down Robinson.
The Spartans offense
finally put a long drive together as they used their
three headed monster to
keep Robinson at bay.
Adams eventually scored
his second touchdown of
the night on a 7 yard run
as the Spartans would regain the lead 19-14 until
late in third quarter.
As the fourth quarter
rolled around, both offenses were a little stagnant. Lakewood was in a
position where they were
faced with a fourth and
one on their own 40 yard
line with 2:41 left. The
Spartans lined up with the
intent to draw Robinson
off sides, which almost
worked because a player
jumped but they could not
get the call.
“I called a timeout.” It
was never given, so Johnson took the snap and
went off tackle and it appeared he had the first
down but he came up a
few chain links short.
Gilmore would take over
and guided his team down
to the 4 yard line,” said
Coach Moore.
Later he faked a handoff to Michael Duclos and
tossed a pass to Martin
Ruiz in the left corner of
the end zone for the game
winner.
“This was the most exciting game that I have
been involved in for the
last 35 years.” “They were
a very physical team,”
Robinson coach Mike
DePue said.
Friday, Robinson will
face Dade City Pasco for
the Regional Championship.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
(AP) - Family, fans and fellow boxers said goodbye
Tuesday
to
Hector
“Macho’’ Camacho at a memorial and wake for the
slain former world champion fighter known for his
flamboyance in and out of
the ring.
Hundreds of people
took pictures and filed past
Camacho’s open casket,
displayed inside a gymnasium decked out for the occasion with black carpet
and curtains. The boxer
wore white, along with a
large gold crucifix and a
necklace spelling out his
nickname, “Macho,” in capital letters.
First up were members
of his immediate family, including his mother, Maria
Matias, who wept and caressed her son’s face in the
coffin, which was draped in
a Puerto Rican flag. “They
killed him,’’ she wailed at
one point.
Camacho was shot Nov.
20 while sitting in a parked
car with a friend outside a
bar in Bayamon, his hometown. The friend died at the
scene and the boxer three
days later after doctors removed him from life support. Police have said they
have suspects but have not
yet arrested anyone for the
shooting.
After the family came a
cross-section of Puerto
Rican society that included
parents with children in
strollers, the elderly, road
crew workers in neon
safety vests, U.S. soldiers in
uniform and a who’s who of
Puerto Rican boxers.
As the service began,
hundreds of people stood
and clapped for nearly a
minute. “What time is it?’’
someone in the crowd
yelled. “It’s Macho time!’’

the crowd responded.
“Everybody loved him
here in Puerto Rico,’’ said
Henry Neumann, the secretary of the U.S. island territory’s
sports
and
recreation department. “He
is one of those athletes who
transcended the barriers of
his country not only for his
skill inside the ring but for
his personality.”
Hundreds of people
waited patiently outside as
officials closed the doors
temporarily for the service.
Loud salsa music pounded
from speakers nearby, and
a couple of vendors handed
out Puerto Rican flags. Inside, people took advantage
of the more than 30 former
and current world boxing
champions from Puerto
Rico, yelling at them to
come over for a picture or
an autograph.
Above Camacho’s casket was a large screen that
showed some of his most
famous bouts, along with
clips of TV shows in which
he appeared.
Camacho, who was 50
when he died, left Puerto
Rico as a child and moved
to New York. He went on to
win super lightweight,
lightweight and junior welterweight world titles in the
1980s and fought high-profile bouts against Felix
Trinidad, Julio Cesar
Chavez and Sugar Ray
Leonard. He had a career
record of 79-6-3 and was a
showman in the ring, chanting “It’s Macho time” before fights and wearing
garish jewelry.
He battled drug and alcohol problems throughout
his life and had frequent
run-ins with police. When
he was shot, police found
an open package of cocaine
in the car and nine unopened packages on his

Hector “Macho” Camacho
friend.
“No one deserves to die
in such a manner, especially someone that has
brought so much glory to
Puerto Rico,” said Jose Penagaricano, the former
president of the island’s
boxing commission.
A police officer in Bayamon, Raul Nazario, recalled
at the wake how he saw Camacho one day and drove
over in his squad car to
greet him, but the boxer
fled. Later, out of uniform,
the officer said he ran into
him again and they exchanged a laugh and Camacho posed with him for a
photo.
“For Puerto Rican people he was something
great,” Nazario said.
Boxer Juan Manuel
“Juanma’’ Lopez, one of several dozen fighters on hand

to say goodbye, recalled
Camacho’s dazzling speed
in the ring. ”He was definitely a showman,’’ he said.
“It
was
something
grandiose.’’
The president of the
World Boxing Organization, Francisco Valcarcel,
said Camacho opened the
door for many other Puerto
Rican boxers.
“No one in this world is
perfect, and Macho was not
perfect,” he said. “But
Macho paved the road.”
The memorial and wake
was scheduled to last two
days.
godson,
Camacho’s
Widniel Adorno, said the
boxer’s body will be flown
to New York today, and that
a funeral is scheduled for
the weekend.

Why Didn’t the Spartans Punt on 4th and One
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERBURG —ST.
PETERSBURG – If you
were a coach in a tight
game and had to make a
crucial decision, would you
be able to make a decision
in a split second? The Lakewood Spartans coach was
faced with that dilemma
last Friday as his team was
on the cusp of securing a
victory which would have
had them playing in the regional 5A championship
game.
The Spartans were moving the ball pretty well and
needed a first down to keep
the clock running. They
faced a 4th and 1 yard situation at their own 40 yard
line with about 2:41 to go in

the fourth and final quarter
as they led 19-14.
The Spartans lined up
and Tracey Johnson went
with a long cadence, a
Robinson player crossed the
neutral zone, but the Spartans did not get the call.
Coach Moore vehemently
tried to signal the referee
for a timeout, but he was not
allowed a timeout.
The ball was snapped
and Johnson went off
tackle, fumbled but was
ruled down. They appeared
to have the first down, but
as a result the Spartans
were given a not so favorable spot which gave the
ball back to Robinson with
enough time to mount a late
drive to seal the victory.
Fans watch a lot of football on various levels and

see offenses in that situation attempt to draw the defense off sides. At times
that tactic can benefit an offense, but, usually a timeout
is called and the punt team
is then put on the field.
Fans that attended the
game are probably asking,
why didn’t they punt the
ball? Well, we do not know
the instructions that were
given to Johnson from his
head coach. Who knows
what was going through
the quarterbacks mind in
that pressure packed moment. Coach Moore had
the right intent but he just
did not get the call from the
referee.
Many fans left the game
disenchanted with the officiating crew which made
some questionable calls

that affected the outcome of
the game. What could have
gone wrong on the sideline?
We will never know.
The truth of the matter
is the Spartans intent was
right on point but at the
same time they did not get
that favorable call from the
referee. When you are
playing a crucial game on
your home field the majority of the time you are
going to get the benefit of
the doubt on some of those
questionable calls.
To sum it up, if the Spartans would have taken care
of their business during
their first meeting, the location of the game would
have been reversed. They
had the victory within their
grasp and somehow they
let it slip away.

Wildwood Hosts South St. Pete Youth Basketball Clinic
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

Rodney Adams

ST. PETERBURG —
Over the last 23 years
Paul Morrison, a former
graduate and basketball
star at Eckerd College,
has ran a ver y successful
basketball program in the
inner city called South St.
Pete Basketball, and operates from city owned
gyms such as Childs
Park, Wildwood and Lake

Vista.
There have been quite
a few prominent players
that came through the
league such as the Morrison Brothers, D.J White,
Barr y Brown Jr., Jerica
Coley of FIU and Tamara
Taylor of Gulf Coast Community College.
On Saturday there will
be a fundamental basketball clinic that will feature
several guest speakers.
On hand to speak will be

Rev. Emanuel Sykes, pastor of Bethel Community
and President of the local
chapter of the NAACP.
Also headlining will be
Daniel Wright, former
Lakewood High boy’s basketball coach, holds the
distinction of winning
more games than any
other coach in the histor y
of Pinellas County basketball. Last but not least, St.
Pete College’s Men’s Basketball Coach Earnest

Crumbley, Sr. will round
out the speakers. Each
speaker will expound on
the topic of respect.
Local high school
player will help conduct
the camp. Please remember that this community
event is free and open to
the public.
The league is co-ed
and ranges in age from 415 years of age. Fees are
$40.00 per participant.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study.........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study......................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer .............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study..........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist ChurCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Services8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday).........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) ...............7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday)4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service .................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)...............7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) .................7:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

ThE Rock

ST. MaRK MISSIOnaRy BaPTIST CHuRCH

Schedule of Services

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule

3001 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church 727-327-9904
Fax 727-322-0409
service schedule

Elder Cedric L.
Williams

Pastor

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Growing people with a passion for God’s principles

Mission Statement

tuesday

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

serviCes
sunday

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.

WEdnESday

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday prayer service – 7:30 p.m.
thursday Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

rev. ronald l. Bell
pastor

Friendship

Living, Teaching and Preaching the
True Gospel of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls.
Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ
Bro. robert Smith

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday...................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday .......................................................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday.............................................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana
“Serving and Saving”
“Inspiring and Instructing”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday morning Worship .........................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class .....................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship ..........10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday........................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class.....................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class.............10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class .....................7:00 p.m.

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study..........7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ................................ 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ................11:00 a.m.

(727) 898-9407

Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

207 - 10th Street north
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

Freewill Baptist Church

10th street Church of God

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Pastor Clark Hazley, Sr.

Church School 9:30 a.m.
and Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Power hour of Prayer
Wednesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting / Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 p.m.
W.W.E. (Wednesday Worship Explosion)
Wednesday after the 1st Sunday monthly

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

United for Christ

NEW MT. OLIVE
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

JESuS MiSSionARy BAPTiST chuRch

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

oF

Church School: ........................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ...............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ...............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:..........................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ..................................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: ..........................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
11:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThoMPSon,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

“Helping and Healing”
“Praying and Praising”

Claude S. Williams,
Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Promote Your ChurCh!

Call for advertising rates today! 727-896-2922
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CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word
of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.

Mt. Pilgrim MBC

Calendar for the month of
November
Nov. 30 - Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Upcoming Events for December
Dec. 22 - Christmas with
the Community for Adopted
Families at St. Mark will convene from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of
Jesus Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Dec. 4 – One80 Youth Ministry and College Prep 101 –
Be prepared, presents Career
Day. High School students
and their parents are encouraged to come out and meet
professionals who will be
speaking on their chosen careers. Youth Dining Hall at 7
p.m.
Dec. 5 – Join us for Bible
Study at Noon or 7 p.m. in the
main sanctuary.
Men’s Unity Ministry - Invite all men to come out every
3rd Thursday of the month for

a unity fellowship at 7:00 PM
in the Mt. Zion Youth Fellowship Hall to understand what a
“Man of God should look like.”
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents and Teens if college is in
your future please join College
Prep 101, held the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday’s of each month in
the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30
– 7:30 p.m.
C.A.R.E. weekly Tuesday
night meetings have changed
to the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 7
p.m. Join us at the CARE
building. For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at (727) 289-6957.
MPAC – Seeking experienced Saxophonist, Trumpet
and Trombone musicians for
the Main Sanctuary Choir.
Please inquire by calling the
church office.
Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program –

Grades K – 9th will be offered
homework assistance, math,
reading, and vocabulary skills,
and much more. Applications
available at Mt Zion Human
Services or contact Ms. Doris
Newton at (727)822-0443, ext.
301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg Fla.
Phone: 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

A grand premiere of the
world’s final reality show
One can hardly turn the television on
without seeing an advertisement for a ‘reality show’. No doubt a lot of folks have
deemed their lives very important and
want others to know who they are. They
want to be acknowledged and are willing
to expose their life style choices to anyone
who is willing to write a script,produce
it,pay to have it televsied and watch it.
They want attention.
As a television producer, it never cease
to amaze me how people personality
change the minute they are in front of a TV
camera when they hear the words: lights,
camera, action. It is as if a switch is flipped
within their heads and suddenly they’re a
star, a diva! That shy mild manner lady
morphs into a vixen. That vicious businessman automatic transforms into a soft spoken gentleman with a wide and endearing
grin. They tell-a-vision of who they want
you to believe they are. The present situation is one person is perceived by another
as ‘this’ while that same person is perceived by someone else as ‘that’. When
everyone who declare they know them
best come together many different interpretations are rendered by each person
present of who they think that person is.
Since the human heart is corrupted,we
cannot proclaim the certitude of either
ours or anothers actions with clarity. Too
bad,the intent of the motives of our hearts
cannot be televised live! Then we all will
know who everyone really is
Unfortunately,most people have not
been trained to watch television objectively
as we offer at Visible Voices. Therefore,
masses are hypnotized by images carried
over radio waves through the television
into our minds; as if it is all real. Stay tuned,
for the grand premiere of the world’s final
reality show that will be seen by everyone.
Our dead love ones who are already where
they were going,our babies, our rebellious
family and associates, our loving kind and
pure hearted family and friends and even
we ourselves shall see the world’s final reality show. No ticket. No cable, satellite,
facebook, twitter nor internet service will
be required. We will not even have to own

a television. However,every eye shall behold the world’s final reality show.
It may be considered a musical as there
are seven trumpeters. It may be considered a documentary as when seven seals
are opened,we will be educated on this
worlds real history,current events and ts
future. Also there is a sweet relief because
the Star is the only one who qualifies as
being pure enough to open the seals.
Definitely it’s a Christian show as there
are seven different churches in it. Only
one Star is casted and He ain’t playing a
role or conforming, that is,acting out a
character written as a manmade script of
who they wanted Him to be. Remember,it’s
a ‘reality show’. And, it is as real as real can
get. Some may think it a horror show because there are demons and angels along
with stars falling from the heavens,water
and food shortages have been scripted in.
The sun, moon nor the stars will shine for
a span of time along with some other very
devastating things happening in the earth.
Others may think it’s a comforting
show because there is no cursing nor hypocrites in it. They have made advance
plans to be seated in the balcony rather
than on the main floor when the premiere
of the world’s final reality show will be
viewed. Balcony seating are given as requested and are free to everyone who desire to sit in heavenly places. Just ask the
Leading Man, for this opportunity. The
Star Jesus Christ will gladly and personally
welcome you to sit with Him as they did
not hearten their hearts and refuse to repent in spite of circumstances they faced.
For sure, it’s rated ‘G’ as it is a ‘family
show’ and it will be televised live.
When John was on the Island of Patmos he was given a sneak preview of it.
However, he was charged to record it for a
future viewing. Its scheduled viewing date
have been set by its executive producer
and director and who is also the star of this
show. The date it will be shown is YTBD.
And, it is the world’s final reality show.
[Revelations 1-22] Got your seating
arrangements yet?

Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist is celebrating its
7th Pastoral and 33rd
Church Anniversary
You are cordially invited
to attend the 7th Pastoral
and 33rd Church Anniversary of Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church,
4000 – 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL.
Theme: The Watchman
and the Church
Scripture: Hebrews 13:

13-21.
We invite all church families, as well as, the public to
come out on Dec. 4 – 6 at 7
p.m.; then, Friday, Dec. 7 at
7 p.m., join us in our upbeat
Musical Festival for the Appreciation of Pastor Clark
and Lady Debbie Hazley.
On Sunday, Dec. 9 at
3:30 p.m. the “Finale” of the
Pastoral and Church Anniversary services will be
rendered by Word of Life

Fellowship, Dr. Ellis Hodge.
We are grateful to God; past
and present pastors, leaders,
members,
and
other
churches families for all you
have done in previous years
to support the Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church family. We give God
the Glory for 33 years!
Please contact mountpilgrimmbc@yahoo.com
or
727-542-0159 with any questions or concerns.
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How long will you complain?
In the book of Exodus 16:1-35, it talks
about the Israelites who have just been delivered from the land of Egypt and they
are on a journey to another land which is
described as a land of more than enough.
However, as the Israelites are on this
journey a pattern starts to develop. The
people begin to murmur and complain
about the lack of resources in which they
had on this journey. The further they traveled the more their minds begin to look
back at the land of Egypt and somehow
they pictured their life better.
In Egypt, the Israelites were slaves
which meant they were not able to have
their own lands, houses, money, and all
their decedents would grow up under the
hand of a master (Pharaoh).
For over 40 years the Israelites served
under a master. They prayed and asked
God to deliver them from their bondage.
God hears their cry and brings them out
of Egypt. But, before they could enter the
land of Canaan their faith had to be tested,
which brings me to the 16th Chapter. The
Israelites are complaining about food. The
place in which they now stand is called the
Desert of Sin.
This intrigued me, why? Because God
tells Moses, this is the place where the Israelites will be tested. Jehovah says to
Moses, I want to see if the people will do
what I teach them. It was right here at this
place where they grumbled and complained against God.
How often do we find ourselves here,
just when we are about to experience
change, breakthrough, or increase, we too
start to grumble and complain about the
journey. What did the Israelites complain
about, not having water, about the tiresome journey, and the lack of food? Therefore, God tells Moses, here are the
instructions for the children of Israel and
if they are obedient the blessing will never
run out. There were five things that the Israelites had to do;
Psalms 55:22
Obedience-Cast your cares on the
LORD and he will sustain you; he will
never let the righteous fall. Take a look at
this word and write it down. Then under-

line the letters D I E. In order for the Israelites to receive their blessing it would
require them to DIE of their old way of
thinking. Obedience requires faith and
commitment to God. The Israelites journey became a long process because they
were unable to trust God.
The journey was all about, obedience,
renewing the mind, following instructions
and enjoying the provisions of God. Does
this sound familiar?
Romans 12:2
Renew the mind- Do not be conformed to this world, but continually be
transformed by the renewing of your
minds so that you may be able to determine what God’s will is-what is proper,
pleasing, and perfect. It is through obedience and a renewed mind that we are able
to trust God.
Isaiah 48:17
Follow Instructions- Thus says the
Lord, my Redeemer, and the Holy One of
Israel: “I am the Lord your God, Who
teaches you to profit, who leads you by the
way you should go. In vs.4-19, the Israelites were given specific instructions to
follow regarding their provisions. When
we follow the instructions provided our
blessings will never run out.
Psalms 46:10
Be Still- Be still, and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth. Verses 20-32
the Israelites were told to gather enough
bread on the sixth day, so that the seventh
day they would be able to rest from the
journey and to give Him glory for the provision.
Deuteronomy 28:2
Enjoy the Blessing- And all these
blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shall hearken unto the
voice of the LORD thy God. Verse35 tells
us that the Israelites were able to eat
manna for forty years until they came into
the land of more than enough. As we examine our lives let us not be found with
murmuring and complaining for our hope
and trust should be in the Lord. Peace and
Blessings!

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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